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                AGILITY: Debbie Peterson 

 AHCA ARCHIVES: Helen Stein 

 AHCA RESCUE CHARITABLE TRUST:  JoAnne Buehler 

 AKC DELEGATE: Connie Butherus 

 AKC GAZETTE: Harry Bennett 

 AWARDS: Barb Hastings 

 BREED EDUCATION: Anna Stromberg 

 BREEDERS CUP: Sue Busby 

  2017 Breeders' Cup: Linda Shipley 

 CANINE HEALTH: Eileen Laudermilch 

 FACEBOOK:  Gary Lennon 

 INVENTORY: Sue Busby 

 JUDGES EDUCATION: Harry Bennett: MATERIAL: Helen Stein 

 JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP: Anna Stromberg 

 LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS:  www.akc.org/governmentrelations  

 LURE COURSING: Eddie Kominek 

 MAILING LIST: Sue Busby 

 MEMBERSHIP: Jennifer Taylor 

 MENTOR PROGRAM: Christine Pinkston 

 NATIONAL EVENTS LIAISON: Abbe Shaw 

 NATIONAL SPECIALTY  2017: Joy Atkins-Miller  

 OBEDIENCE RALLY/VERSATILITY: Lynda Hicks 

  PARLIAMENTARIAN: Connie Butherus 

  POLICIES & PROCEDURES: Jennifer Taylor 

  PUBLICATIONS COORDINATOR: INTRO: Helen Stein 

 REGIONAL CLUBS: Sharon Pearce 

 RESCUE: Martha Powell 

  STATISTICS: Carol Rivette 

  TOP KNOT NEWS: Russ Hastings 

  WAYS & MEANS: Sue Busby 

 WEB PAGE: Eddie Kominek 

  Letter from the Editor  

 

This is our annual National Specialty issue.  What a 

great event; chaired by two highly organized and 

hard working individuals Amy Mero and Erica Jantos.  

I want to thank Connie Butherus, Susan Hamlin, Robert Jordan, 

and Joanne Anderson for their contributions as well as our judg-

es for providing critiques.  On page 15 is an article by long time 

member and former board member Barb Bornstein that contains 

a timely message.  I hope all our current members read it and 

wish we could get potential and former members to read it also.  

Thank you to all the committee chairs who contributed reports.  

A special thanks to Murray Anderson õTazi Touristõ, NZ. for provid-

ing additional historical information on Regional Specialties for 2010 

and 2009.  There will be two more years of this valuable history in our 

next issue.  Hope you enjoy this issue and as always, òwe can only 

publish what we getó so keep those articles and reports coming. 

Russ Hastings   hrh3judge@gmail.com 

mailto:hrh3judge@gmail.com
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Welcome to the latest issue of 

Topknot News!  Russ Hastings 

and his team have done a great 

job getting the magazine back on 

a timely schedule and producing 

a wonderful product that I feel 

reflects the elegance of our won-

derful breed!  With this TK News you will find more timely meeting 

minutes from the Board of Directors meeting.  There was a delay in 

the past based on the Board approving the minutesð not the maga-

zine deadlines.  As part of the Boardôs commitment to 

more openness we decided to schedule special conference calls just 

to approve the minutes in time for the following TK News.  More 

news in a more timely fashion is our goal. 

 

And the votes are in! We already posted the judges for the 2017 

National Specialty at Purina but I want to personally congratulate 

Lex Robertson, who will judge the Dog Classes and Best of Breed, 

Richard Souza, who will judge the Bitch Classes and Bob DiNicola 

who will be judging Sweepstakes.  What a great lineup! 

If you want to help next year Show Chair Joy Atkins-Miller is put-

ting together a great group of committee chairs but there are still 

plenty of open positions ð just call or email Joy if you want to join 

the team. 

 

I would also like to recognize our outgoing Board members whose 

terms expire on 1/31/17ð Sharon Pearce,  Abbe Shaw, and Linda 

Jackson.  Sharon brought her long experience in the breed to each 

discussion and decisionð her knowledgeable voice will be missed 

but her contributions will continue, as she is still serving as Regional 

Club Chair.  Abbe was presented an award at the National Specialty 

for 10 years of service on the board but that token does not begin to 

describe Abbeôs contributions over the years including a term as 

President.  Her sage advice and guidance has been invaluable to the 

Board and to me in my first year as President.  And Linda too re-

ceived the award given to Board members retiring after 10 

years.  Lindaôs work over the years as treasurer kept our club run-

ning smoothly and her attention to detail kept anything from slipping 

through the cracks.  Linda will also continue to help the parent 

clubð currently she is the Trophy Chair for the 2017 Breedersô Cup 

in Charlotte on Friday, April 28th, 2017. 

 

And I want to welcome our 2 newest Directors on the Board: Erica 

Jantos and Alicia Morrison-Jones.  Erica and Alicia bring a lot of 

current, active experience to the board and I look forward to working 

with them.  Since there were no nominations received from the floor 

this year the slate submitted by the Nominating Committee will take 

office on 2/1/17.  That slate included the following who were on the 

board previously:  Russ Hastings- 2nd Vice President, Toni Rich-

mond- Recording Secretary, Bob Jordan- Treasurer, and Dorma Sue 

Busby- Corresponding Secretary.  Congratulations to everyone! 

 

Ken 

 

 

Attention AHCA Members 

Please         

remember to 

notify  

Sue Busby if 

your address 

changes, you 

hear a fellow 

member is ill 

or has crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 
Dorma Sue Busby 

810-241-2529 
barakiafs@peoplepc.com 

Table of Contents  

     

   PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
  

Submitted by 

Ken Amos 
President 
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tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5hD{ ƛƴ w9±L9² 

 

To celebrate its 80th National Specialty, 

the Afghan Hound Club of America had 

as its theme "Return to the Sea." This was 

most appropriate as it was the second time 

the event was held in Warwick, R.I., the 

first in 2003. The host site was the very 

dog-friendly Crowne Plaza. From Satur-

day, September 17th through Wednesday 

the 21st Afghan Hound fanciers had much 

from which to choose. The theme was 

noted in many aspects of the event from 

the decor to name tags and menu selec-

tions, all of which reinforced the nautical 

flavor of the event. 
 

In keeping with the social traditions asso-

ciated with the show there were events 

every evening, beginning with a welcom-

ing cocktail party hosted by the Parent 

Club. It was a time to reconnect with 

friends, meet newcomers and socialize. Show Chair Amy Mero and her Assistant, Erica Jantos, had seen to it that both the competi-

tion and social events were not to be missed. 
 

Starting with Agility on the first day to the Annual Awards Dinner on the final evening Amy and Erica were a dynamic duo of coor-

dination and efficiency. Their attention to detail was noted in every aspect throughout the sequence. 
 

The Agility trial was held off site at SureFire Dogs Training Center in nearby Westborough. Mass. The judge was Kendall Fairchild. 

High in Agility Trial was awarded to I Am the Domino Factor, owned by Pam Wall. We were to see him again later in the week and 

learn a bit more about him as he strutted his stuff in the Parade of Rescue Dogs. In addition to his love of Agility he is a therapy dog 

and a certified reading partner for children with reading difficulties. He was also entered in the Obedience Trial. 
 

The following day there were two Lure Coursing trials held. The AHCA offers both AKC and ASFA events. Judging the trials were 

Denise Como and Marilyn Smith. The Best of Breed in the ASFA Trial was Kominek's Dances with Swords.  In the AKC trial the 

winner was FC Kominek's Maid of Sapphires SC. She was also Best in Event as she was in both 2014 and 2015. 
 

Day Threeôs events started off with the Obedience and Rally Trials, judged by Elizabeth Chase. The Highest Scoring Dog in the Reg-

ular Classes was Ch. Polo's Oolong To Me N' Myway owned by Cynthia Robicheau and Lorianne Amadeo. In the Rally trial the 

Highest Combined Score in Excellent B and Advanced B was Ch. Xzotika's Rik-O-Shay. CD, RE, OA, OAJ, CGC. This multi-titled 

dog is owned by Mikki Razor and Jarnell Carter. 
 

As the time for the Sweepstakes judging drew near the weather decided to become uncooperative and a downpour ensued. Not to be 

conquered by mere rain drops the judge, Rosemary Sutton of Summerwind Afghan Hounds presided over the ring as though she were 

back at her home in sunny El Cajon, California. She awarded Best in Veteran Sweepstakes to the 10-year-old GCh. High Kaliber's 

Marked Chivalry, JC owned by Nicole and Shawn Hollinger. The Best Opposite in Veteran Sweepstakes went to GCh. Lafara's Cra-

zy In Love owned by Maria Falkenheimer. 
 

In the regular Sweepstakes classes the Best in Sweepstakes was awarded to Lafara's Rockin On The River also owned by Maria 

Falkenheimer. The Best of Opposite Sex went to Paladin Sweet Tart of Spice Hill owned by Michael Liss and Teri Tevlin. 

 

Best of Breed GCh. Agha Djari's Fifth Dimension Of Sura 
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The weather turned the corner in time for 

the judging of the Dog classes which al-

lowed the exhibits to use the full ring and 

demonstrate the movement so desired in 

the breed. 
 

Stephen Fisher of Watkins, Colorado, and 

a partner in the well-known Shylo Kennels 

presided over the judging of the Dog clas-

ses. The Winners Dog came from the 12-

18 Month class and for the second time on 

the same day the nod went to Lafara's 

Rockin On The River, handled to the win 

by Karen Wagner for owner Maria 

Falkenheimer. (Who says lightning can't 

strike twice in the same spot?) The Re-

serve Winners Dog came from the Open 

class, Willowmoor Play With Silver Lin-

ing of Kaihorn owned by Myrna Brin, 

Melissa Heymann and Dr. Edna Martin. 

He was shown by Lisa Bettis. 
 

Following the judging for the day a semi-

nar for Junior handlers was presented by Alicia Morrison Jones and Tara Richardson, both of whom have handled Afghan Hounds to 

top awards as professionals. There were four aspiring handlers in attendance ranging in ages from nine to 17 years of age. Swag bags 

full of show-related gifts were given to each of the Juniors, compliments of Purina. 
 

The day concluded with the annual breeders education symposium and buffet dinner. The presentation addressed how to maximize 

litter size and the use of assisted reproductive techniques. Dr. Gail J. Schmeider, DVM was the featured speaker. 
 

Continuing with the education offerings the next morning Bob and Helen Stein led the presentation for those aspiring to judge Af-

ghan Hounds in the Judges Education session. Bob and Helen have owned, bred and judged Afghan Hounds over the years and are 

considered pillars of the breed by many. There was a content portion of the seminar followed by hands-on demonstrations with se-

lected dogs. Ringside mentoring was then conducted during the judging of the Bitch classes. It was of interest that most of the 19 

attendees were noted at ringside the next day for the Best of Breed competition. 
 

Dr. Jerry Klein of Sebring Afghan Hounds presided over the Bitch judging in the afternoon. Residing in the Windy City, Chicago, in 

his professional life he is a supervising veterinarian at an Emergency and Specialty Center as well as the Chief Veterinary Officer for 

the AKC. His Winners Bitch came from the Open Class, Luu Luu Aswad Bint Benazir Von Haussman owned by Ramon Podesta, 

Juan Pio Milano and Rodrigo Quezada. She was shown by Anna Stromberg. The Reserve Winner from the Bred By Exhibitor class  

 

 

 

Best Of Opposite Sex Ch. Coup DôEtat Throwing Shade 

Select Dog GCh. Maja In It To Win It Select Bitch GCh. Sunlitôs Queen of Everything 
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was Flirt Dega Afghans, owned and shown by Jaime Ganoza.  Dr. Klein continued his judging with Junior Showmanship competi-

tion. He gave each of the exhibitors due attention and selected the Best Junior Handler from the Open Junior class which is limited 

to those Junior handlers between 9 and 12 years of age. Twelve-year-old Alexis Kendall Jones of Elizabeth City, N.C., captured the 

top award.  
 

As with all parent clubs the business of the club is often conducted sandwiched between the competition events. The AHCA is no 

exception to this. Over the span of days the Annual Mem-

bership meeting, the Rescue meeting and the Regional 

Clubs meeting were held. Ken Amos, the AHCA President, 

presided at the Annual Meeting and conducted it with effi-

ciency and good humor throughout. His tact and genial 

nature are attributes befitting one in the presidency of an 

organization. 

The day concluded with an art auction and buffet dinner 

that was a sold-out event. The Chairman of the art auction 

was Lex Robertson who had assembled more than 70 items 

from which to tempt and select oneôs newest treasure. 

There were items donated by the vendors, artists and collec-

tors. Kay Finch's works were represented by several pieces 

including the famous ceramic Afghan Hound sculpture, 

"Johnnie. " There was both a silent and a bidding auction. 

The auctioneer for the evening was Jason Taylor who 

demonstrated outstanding skill at parting attendees from 

their funds. The credit cards smoked by the end of the even-

ing. Lex had assembled an incredible collection of exquisite 

donations. Well done, Lex. Kudos must also go to Toni 

Richmond who compiled a beautiful glossy catalog of the 

items on auction, and had also posted them online earlier to 

whet exhibitorsô appetites while they were still home and 

packing for the National. 

As in all things the best is saved for last. In keeping with 

this practice the last day was the grand finale, Best of 

Breed. Leading up to the final competition was the Parade 

of Rescue Dogs and the Parade of Veterans. These events 

paid tribute to the senior citizens of the breed and honored 

the ones that have found their forever homes. As their biog-

raphies were read and each did a turn around the ring there 

was enthusiastic applause and cheers from ringside.  

Major Awards at a Glance 
Best of Breed: GCh. Agha Djari's Fifth Dimension of Sura 

Best of Opposite Sex: Ch. Coupd'E'Tat Throwing Shade 

Best of Winners, Winners Dog & Best in Sweepstakes: 

Lafara's Rockin On The River 

Select Dog: GCh.B Maja In It To Win It 

Select Bitch: GCh. Sunlit's Queen of Everything 

Winners Bitch: Luu-Luu Aswad Bint Benazir Von Haussman 

Awards of Merit: 

  GCh. Xandali Bon Vivant 

  Ch. Genesis Debutante of Spice Hill 

  GCh. Pahlavi Itz Not My First Rodeo 

  Ch. Zircus Of Dega Afghans 

  GCh. Exquisite Beaujon's Stellar Night 

Reserve Winners Dog: Willowmoorôs Play With Silver Lining Of 

Kaihorn 

Reserve Winners Bitch: Flirt Dega Afghans 

Best Bred By Exhibitor: Klacic Fast And Furious O Rustic 

Best Puppy: Sura Spring Fever 

Best Stud Dog: GCh.B Kamy Heir To Poseidon Of Spice Hill 

Best Brood Bitch: GCh. Komar's Wild Violette Skye 

Best of Opposite Sex Sweepstakes: Paladin Tart of Spice Hill 

Lure Coursing Best In Event: FC Kominek's Maid of Sapphires 

SC 

High In Agility Trial: I Am The Domino Factor 

Rally Highest Combined Score: Ch. Xzotika's Rik-O-Shay, CD, 

RE, OA, OAJ, CGC 

Obedience - Highest Scoring Dog in Regular Classes 

Highest Scoring AKC Champion of Record: Ch. Polo's Oolong To 

Me N'Myway 

Best Junior Handler: Alexis Kendall Jones 

Best of Winners, Winners Dog, and Best In Sweepstakes 

LaFaraôs Rockin on the River  

Winners Bitch Luu-Luu Aswad Bint Benazir Von 

Haussman  
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Both conformation Judges, Stephen Fisher and Jerry Klein, presided as the medallions and rosettes were presented to the owners. 

 

It was then time for the main event, Best of Breed. The judge, Stephen Fisher, brought the dogs in the ring one by one and each took 

a lap around. Once they were all assembled the ring was filled with more than 50 exhibits, each vying for the coveted award. As the 

entry was winnowed down the excitement became palpable. In the final line up Best of Breed was GCh. Agha Djari's Fifth Dimen-

sion Of Sura, bred by Stefan Boieck and owned by Suzanne Neill, Jamie Souza Bartlett and Christine O'Connor. He was shown to 

the win by Alicia Morrison Jones. 

 

The Best of Winners was Winners Dog, Lafara's Rockin On The River and the Best of Opposite Sex went to Ch. Coupd'E'Tat 

Throwing Shade owned by Gaspare Cassarino who with Christina Farrar were the breeders. The Select Dog was GCh.B Maja In It 

To Win It and the Select Bitch was GCh. Sunlit's Queen of Everything. There were five Awards of Merit which went to GCh. Xan-

dali Bon Vivant, Ch. Genesis Debutante of Spice Hill, GCh. Pahlavi Itz Not My First Rodeo, Ch. Zircus Of Dega Afghans,and GCh. 

Exquisite Beaujon's Stellar Night. The Best in the Owner Handled Series was Jaime Ganoza's Ch. Zircus Of Dega Afghans. The 

Best Bred By Exhibitor award was Klacic Fast And Furious O Rustic with the Best Puppy being Sura Spring Fever who was sired 

by the Best of Breed winner. The final two awards of the day were given to the Best Stud Dog, GCh.B Kamy Heir To Poseidon Of 

Spice Hill and Best Brood Bitch, GCh. Komar's Wild Violette Skye.   

 

NOHS BOB and Award of Merit Ch. Zircus Of  Dega       

Afghans 
Award Of Merit Ch. Genesis Debutante of Spice Hill 

Editors Note:  Pictures of the remaining Awards of Merit  GCh. Xandali Bon Vivant, GCh. Pahlavi Itz Not My First Rodeo, 

and GCh. Exquisite Beaujon's Stellar Night were not available from the photographer. 

Best of Opposite Sex Sweepstakes Paladin Sweet Tart 

of Spice Hill  

Best Puppy Sura Spring Fever  
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With the awards having been bestowed and the pictures taken to document the wins it was party time and the Annual Awards Din-

ner. Exhibitors, spectators, fanciers and friends gathered to celebrate and socialize for the evening. Barb Bornstein presided as Mis-

tress of Ceremonies. The top Afghan Hounds in conformation and per-

formance, Breeders and the Junior Showmanship winner of 2015 were 

honored and medallions presented. Lifetime Membership (Helen Stein), 

Good Sportsmanship (Becky Morisette) and Board member (Linda Jack-

son) awards were presented to those members who had made significant 

contributions to the AHCA over the years. Show Chair Amy Mero and 

her Assistant, Erica Jantos, received a well- deserved standing ovation as 

their awards were presented. They had seen to it that the "Return to the 

Sea " in 2016 was a celebration of the breed and an affair to remember. 

 

As the evening came to a close it was time to say good bye, extend safe 

travel and all good wishes to friends and offer congratulations again to 

the winners. The 80th annual national specialty was in the history books 

and it was time to pack up, exercise dogs and begin planning for the 81st 

event September 11-14, 2017 to be held at Purina Farms, Gray Summit, 

Mo. This will also be a return engagement as in 1999 the 63rd National 

Specialty was held at that venue. It seems we are going back to the future 

once more. 

Driving through the rain on Monday morning, September 19th to the Afghan Hound Club of Americaôs 80th National Specialty show 

in Warwick, RI, got me thinking about the very first National I ever attended - 1956 - at the Henry Hudson Hotel in New York City ï 

surely a long time ago! And historic as well, as it was the first time a bitch (Ch. Lala Rookh of Estioc) won the National. Wow! Sixty 

years have flown by since I first saw our beloved breed in its showcase National. 

Iôve attended many Nationals over the years and each has had its own flavor. This yearôs theme ñReturn to the Seaò, a natural for 

Rhode Island, was attractively staged by chair Amy Mero and co-chair Erica Jantos. The Crown Plaza Hotel in Warwick, always dog 

friendly, provided a beautiful venue and except for a rainy Monday, the Tuesday/Wednesday weather was late summer hot and sun-

ny with the grounds groomed to perfection.  
 

I must take this opportunity to sing praises for Amy and Erica for their exceptional organization of the five-day event. Every detail 

was covered and it showed. Great effort goes into making a National happen. Amy and Erica and their team of show committee 

members did a splendid job for exhibitor and spectator alike. All was well coordinated from the huge white tents for grooming, the 

ready ring, and spectator seating. Amy and Ericaôs use of social media kept everyone informed, answered questions, and brought 

everyone together into the good old network that we are as breeders, exhibitors, judges, and spectators. 
 

Judges Steve Fisher (dogs and intersex) and Dr. Jerry Klein (bitches) had their work cut out for them. Some lovely dogs and bitches 

were shown to them.  Rosemary Sutton judged the sweepstakes classes. Our thanks Steve, Jerry, Rosemary and to Ken Fairchild 

(Agility), Elizabeth Chase (Rally & Obedience), and the lure coursing trial judges (Denise Como and Marilyn Smith).  
 

Lex Robertson chaired the Art Auction Committee, and he and Toni Richmond put together a wondrous catalog with some beautiful 

pieces generously donated by members.  Truly a spectacular art auction. 
 

The hotel staff went out of their way to ensure that guestsô needs were met. The bathing and grooming rooms were welcome and 

well used. Ice water was supplied to quench the exhibitorsô thirst. 
 

Though the number of entries has declined over the years, this yearôs quality was top-notch. As I overheard someone perceptively 

say, ñWhat with always saying weôre trying to improve the breed, letôs keep what we have! Weôre in good shape.ò Amen to that. 
 

Although we are the Afghan Hound Club of America, this show was truly international in flavor with entries from Europe, Mexico, 

and South America. While the wording of our standards may differ from country to country, the Afghan Hound is really one breed, 

with foreign pedigrees tracing back to USA dogs and vice-versa. Importing dogs is one way to bring new bloodlines into this country 

but breeding across the oceans is now made easily accessible artificially. 
 

For me, it was great fun for me to view our beautiful breed, and visit with old friends. 2016ôs National is now history. Well done! 

Best BBE Klacic Fast And Furious O Rustic  

!I/! bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ς нлмс 

.ȅ {ǳǎŀƴ IƻǿŜƭƭ IŀƳƭƛƴ 
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¢ƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ IƻǳƴŘ /ƭǳō ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ улǘƘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ 

WǳŘƎŜǎΩ /ǊƛǝǉǳŜǎ 
 

Dog Classes, Best of Breed, Stud Dogs 

Stephen Fisher 

Shylo Afghans 

In our small rarified world of Afghan Hound aficionados, getting to judge the National Specialty is a pretty big deal.  I will be forev-

er grateful for the opportunity to have done this. 
 

On Monday the rains stopped just in time for the class Dog judging.  As I looked at the Winners class I was very satisfied with the 

quality of dogs presented and thought that they were of the quality that youôd hope to see at a National.  There were three dogs in 

contention for the points.  The 9-12mos. Puppy - Sura Spring Fever, the 12-18 mos. Dog - Lafaraôs Rockin On The River, and the 

Open Dog -  Willowmoor Play With Silver Lining of Kaihorn.  All had the requisite strong topline, easy gait and were elegant 

dogs.  Winners went to the 12-18 Dog who was leggier and had more of a presence than the other boys.  His details were sharp and 

angular, and his head beautifully shaped. His expression and overall look were timeless.  He had a very light and easy gait with an 

erect, proud carriage and went on to win Best of Winners.   
 

Reserve went to the beautiful Open Dog with his exceptional front and beautiful balance.  The 9-12 Puppy with his beautiful propor-

tions and long head went on to win Best Puppy.   I have to mention the very lovely Bred by Exhibitor Dog, Klacic Fast And Furious 

O Rustic.  This was a beautiful dog with an exceptional build. His neck-shoulder-top flow one of the best at the show.  He was very 

light on his feet and his look quite attractive.  He didnôt do a lot for himself and seemed less than enthusiastic.  I was pleasantly sur-

prised to see him show with much more vigor when in for the Best Bred-by competition on Wednesday which he won.  Had he 

shown like that on Monday he could have been a contender. 
 

On Wednesday the weather held up beautifully as the majestic champions entered the ring.   At a National, the Specials class should 

represent a snapshot of the state of the breed.  The quality overall was very good and with the final 9 Specials it was excel-

lent.  Thereôs a lot of sorting to do in a class of this size and the sorting should be fairly easy with so many options.  In my opinion 

the dogs were stronger this year than the bitches and thatôs not always the case.  This was evidenced by my awarding 4 of the 5 

Awards of Merit to dog Specials.  Best Puppy, Best Bred-by and Best of Winners were all won by dogs as well.  Heck, even the 

Stud Dog class was won by a dog!   
 

All three of the final bitches were lovely.  Ch. Coupdôetat Throwing Shade ï Best of Opposite Sex, GCh. Sunlitôs Queen Of Every-

thing ï Select Bitch, Ch. Genesis Debutante Of Spice Hill ï Award of Merit.   I was taken immediately with the look and beauty of 

the Best of Opposite winner. Her head was amazing. Sometimes when judging you can be presented with a really beautiful exhibit 

that then disappoints when they move.  This was not the case.  She was light on her feet and had a lovely, balanced side picture 

though not extreme.  She was a bit larger than Iôd like to see but a gorgeous picture otherwise.  The Select Bitch was a very femi-

nine, correctly sized bitch with a tiny black eye.  More compact and moderately proportioned than BOS.  Her movement was strong 

and energetic but a bit more linear than I prefer.  A consummate show girl. she performed perfectly.   
 

All six of the final Dog Specials were spectacular in their own right.  GCh. Agha Djariôs Fifth Dimension Of Sura ï Best of Breed, 

GCh. Maja In It To Win It ï Select Dog, GCh. Pahlavi Itz Not My First Rodeo ï 1st Award of Merit, GCh. Xandali Bon Vivant ï 

Award of Merit, Ch. Zircus of Dega Afghans ï Award of Merit, and GCh. Exquisite Beaujonôs Stellar Night ï Award of Merit. 
 

Best of Breed came down to the first three dogs and I genuinely felt that I could be content and satisfied awarding any of them the 

Breed.   All 3 dogs moved with a purposeful strong gait but as I told the handlers in the ring, lofty is better than fast.  Afghans tend 

to lose the elevated, uniquely Afghan aspect of their movement when they charge and are raced.  Itôs not all about side gait and 

TRAD (tremendous reach and drive), but side gait does say an immense amount about a dogôs quality and build.   All 3 dogs man-

aged to settle into a balanced, easy speed and the moving picture of the three of them together was impressive and memorable.  I 

preferred the look and details of the first two dogs and in the end the Breed winner won because of his wonderful timing, better 

front, and his up-short outline.  His proportions are remarkable! 
 

Best of Breed ï Owner Handler Series was won by Ch. Zircus of Dega Afghans who also won an Award of Merit.  A correctly sized 

dog with beautifully balanced movement and erect carriage. 
 

Stud Dog was won by GCh. Kamy Heir To Poseidon Of Spice Hill and his beautiful get.  I was very flattered to have an entry of 

four in this class. 

 

Thank you again for the honor. 
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Judgeôs Critique: Bitch classes and Brood Bitch 

Dr. Jerry Klein 

Sebring Afghans 
 

I want to thank the members and the entire show committee of The Afghan Hound Club of America for the honor of being asked to 

judge bitches at this yearôs National Specialty.  Kudos has already been given for the great job of our co-chairpersons, Amy Mero 

and Erica Jantos, and their hard work and attention to detail. Though the weather didnôt initially co-operate, by the final day of breed 

judging, I suspect their vision of a magnificent show came to fruition.  Thank you also to Linda Jackson, the definition of hospitali-

ty, and my ring stewards/friends, Midge Martin, Allan Reznik and Nanci Alderman.  
 

The entry was not very large.  I cannot say whether this was due to geography, the time of year, or the selection of judges.  Because 

of this, there was not enough depth to be able to make significant choices based on details.  I felt this mostly in the younger classes: 

Puppy 6-9 months, 9-12 months, and 12-18 months.    
 

To me, the selection for best bitch narrowed down easily to three bitches: the winner of the 12-18 Months class, the winner of the 

Bred-By-Exhibitor class, and the winner of the Open class.  These three were not identical in appearance, I realize. They each had 

virtues.  And faults.  Such is judging. 
 

The 12-18 Months bitch (dark brindle) has much to impress.  Not as strong in backskull and forehand, areas for which I have strong 

feelings.  None the less, sheôs quite stunning, as proven by her great winning of the following dayôs specialties.  
 

The Bred-By-Exhibitor bitch (B/M red) is of a type that feels timeless to me.  Feminine, moderately and properly coated, she had the 

most fluid movement.  During her class, the sun seemed to shine on her.  Headpiece/eye were not equal to the rest of her.   When 

push came to shove, she showed her true Afghan Hound bitch colors and didnôt give what I wanted of her.  
 

Finally, my Open bitch winner (black), was a correctly sized bitch who best seemed to embody many of the requirements of the 

standard: headpiece properly shaped with correctly placed eyes (could be darker), equal length of forehead to backskull, finish and 

power of underjaw with enough refinement of backskull, substantial body with a long, beautifully curved and properly set-on neck 

fitting onto laid back shoulders, a hard back, and among the greatest of tails.  I would give her more prominence of hip bones.  She 

moved correctly on a loose lead with beautiful carriage.  To me, she looked and felt like a Winners Bitch at The Afghan Hound Club 

of America should.   
 

I was surprised and disappointed in finding so very few bitches that possessed quality heads of length and beauty with dark, almond, 

obliquely placed eyes to give that ultimate exotic expression.  Bites were excellent.  Movement was fine, but not just that: fine.  Few 

had that quality of ñstyle and beautyò with head and tail held high, athletic, graceful, holding their outlines standing on their own or 

moving on a loose lead.  Long, well shaped and placed necks were not common. 
 

Finally, thankfully, most of the class bitches were not too obviously trimmed.  I cannot say the same of the specials I observed dur-

ing the following dayôs breed judging.  It has become the norm to gait Afghan Hounds on a tight lead.   The standard calls for trot-

ting on a loose lead with head held high, an important measure of type.  Trust me, if you have an Afghan Hound that can trot on a 

loose lead with stylish carriage, you shouldnôt hide it.  Itôs bonus points. 
 

Lastly, and I say this with caution:  we will never have enough good dogs if people donôt breed litters.  I appreciate that we donôt 

want unwanted puppies, but we must keep the breed vital and genetically diverse.  I look with interest to what the future holds for 

our ancient breed.  
 

Thank you again. 

Judgeôs Critique: Sweepstakes and Triathlon  

Rosemary Sutton 

Summerwinds Afghans  
 

I would like to thank the AHCA membership for bestowing me with the honor and pleasure of judging the Sweepstakes classes and Triath-

lon Conformation at this yearôs 2016 National Specialty.   
 

After dedicating a major part of my life to loving, showing and breeding the Afghan Hound, I looked forward with great hope and anticipa-

tion to being presented with some beautiful youngsters that I would fall in love with. To my delight, I was and I did. As breeders, we all 

have our preferences in type; certain things that we want in our dogs, things we will forgive and other things that we will not. Being a han-

dler taught me things I would have never learned by just being an owner or breeder. Iôve learned to appreciate many different types of Af-

ghans: from the glamorous, breathtaking beauties that can win on that alone, to the more athletic and even primitive, less beautiful speci-

mens who could do the job they were bred to do. All colors being equal, some dogs being more refined and others possessing more bone 

and substance.  
 

When a client comes to you and hires you, the last thing you care about is the dogôs pedigree, color or type. I used to ask myselfé how 

many ringside faults and how many attributes does this dog have, because judges have to justify to the crowd why they choose the dogs 

they do. Once I could answer these questions, it was much easier to estimate how long it would take to finish the dog and if he/she had the 

ability or potential to be competitive at a higher level. As a judge one must not consider breeding preferences, pedigrees or color. You can  

only evaluate the specimens that are brought to you on that day, judge them to the breed standard and against each other. All that  
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being said, if you happen to have a fabulous specimen that is reminiscent of one of the judgeôs own favorite dogs, you have hedged 

your bets.  
 

My day of judging started by looking out the window to check the weather, being that this was an outdoor venue.  It was a little over-

cast, as it was the day before but that had cleared up by early afternoon. As the hours progressed it started to rain a little.  We had the 

TV on, and just about the time that the show was set to begin, the TV started to make loud beeping sounds. The city of Warwick was 

under a weather watch alert! Strong winds, thunder, lightning and 3 to 4 inches of rain were predicated within the hour. This was not 

sounding good. The saying ñDonôt rain on my paradeò--or on my hair!ðwas the thought running through my mind. I made it under 

the tent that was attached to a very large roped-off ring on a beautifully manicured level grassy field. It was the perfect landscape to 

show off an Afghanôs movement, if not for the foot of water sitting on it.  
 

I was greeted first by Richard Souza who immediately complimented me on my appearance and quickly assured me that the down-

pour would only be a temporary condition. As I was trying to cope with the situation in the best positive way I could think of, the 

show committee announced there would be a half-hour delay in the start of judging and they were going to bring the ring under the 

tent. I was relieved and disappointed at the same time, but they did a great job and it worked out fine, given the circumstances.  Of 

course I would have preferred to judge the dogs in a large ring to be able to evaluate them moving at their best, as my fellow judges 

were able to do. Naturally, as soon as I was done judging and we broke for lunch, the rest of the day was sunny, dry and beautiful. 
 

Veteran Sweepstakes: 
 

The 9 Years & Under 12 Years Dogs  yielded my Best Veteran In Sweepstakes, GCh. High Kaliberôs Marked Chivalry JC, a 

black dog that entered the ring with stallion-like attitude. He had great carriage, movement and showmanship. A masculine dog with 

good substance and a pleasing head, nice long neck and tail. A beautiful, level topline that didnôt waver in spite of his age. He was 

sound in mind and body. He definitely owned the ground he stood over and was a king of dogs.  
 

From the 7 Years & Under 9 years Bitches came my Best Opposite Sex Veteran in Sweepstakes, GCh.  Lafaraôs Crazy In Love, a 

black bitch in full specials coat that could have given any of the specials in the show a run for the top award. She was feminine, re-

fined and screamed type. Beautiful head and eye, totally balanced moving and standing. She gave the winner a good challenge.   
 

Sweepstakes:  
 

6- 9 Puppy Dogs  was a class of one. Paladin Sweet Justice Of Spice Hill At Windwood was a very handsome black/tan boy 

who was very happy to be there and thought very highly of himself. He had a nice masculine head with good expression. Well bal-

anced. Good bone and well laid back shoulders. Level topline and very good forequarter angulation, as well as good hindquarter an-

gulation.  He went very well with ground-covering movement. I would have liked to see a prettier tail. 
 

9- 12 Months Dogs.  A cream domino, Khamiôs Rainbow Warrior, that also thought it was great to be showing on a rainy 

day. Good moving on the side, as well as coming and going. Very promising puppy that caused much ringside laughter when he took 

my chair and set himself down, ready to watch the rest of the show. Even when urged to leave, he remained seated in the chair. 
 

12 to 15 Months Dog was a class filled with future top contenders. My winner was a beautiful patterned black-masked apricot, 

Lafaraôs Rockin On The River, that ended up taking the top award of Best In Sweepstakes. As he entered the ring his eye-

catching carriage and effortless movement captured my attention immediately. Powerful, far reaching, effective hindquarter thrust 

with proper lift and spring to his gait. Upon examination, the first thing that greeted me was a gorgeous head and black eye, refine-

ment with a strong underjaw. He was balanced and  four square, with a nice arch to his long neck and smooth over the withers from 

neck into his perfectly level topline that arched slightly over the loin.  That was enhanced by his prominent hip bones, excellent 

length and mold of the croup, finished off with a good length of tail. This dog thinks highly of himself and radiates his pleasure to 

attend and be seen. He was very reminiscent of SBIS Ch. Summerwinds Hard Act To Follow which for me was an added plus. He 

went on to win Winners Dog and Best of Winners shown by three different handlers.  My only criticism of his performance was that, 

due to his immaturity and enthusiasm, he would at times throw his head back over his center line that caused him to lift his front too 

high off the ground.  I feel this dog is destined to be a super star. 
 

15-18 Months Dogs was also a very lovely class and I have no doubt these dogs will all finish and have very nice specials ca-

reers. On this day it came down to two black dogs that later I found out were litter brothers. First went to Dragonfly Eccoôs Jardin 

Noir and second went to Dragonfly Ecco Diamant Noir.  It was a hard decision between the two. I really liked both of them for dif-

ferent reasons. First place was a taller and more substantial dog with a strong masculine head.  Beautifully balanced. I would have 

liked to see a firmer topline. Good forequarter and nicely set under himself.  Very good hindquarters. The second-place dog was 

more refined and elegant, and I preferred his head, type and proportions.  A very pleasing head, nice long neck and tail. Level  top-

line with prominent hip bones and good croup.   He was a good open mover but on the last go around the first-placed dog outmoved 

him.  
 

6-9 Months Bitches consisted of 3 littermates. All three of these puppies will have no problem finishing with ease and should 

have nice specials careers.   When they entered the ring my second-place puppy was by far the biggest mover and more houndy than 

the other two. But she was not as together as her sisters or as confident on this day. First place in the class went to Paladin Sweet Tart 

Of Spice Hill and she also was my Best Opposite In Sweepstakes. A beautiful feminine black/silver bitch that was square in 

balance.   Lovely head and eye. Good length of neck and tail. Level topline, nice shoulder layback, good depth of brisket and well set 

under herself. I loved her carriage and on the final decision for BOS she totally got it together and won it on her movement. 
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9-12 Months Bitches was a single entry Celestian Soul Integrity Of Ahaca-N-Tuinluv,a very pretty brindle domino bitch with 

a lovely head and nice level topline. Good substance and still feminine. Nice easy mover with good reach and drive on the side and 

true coming and going. 
 

12-15 Months Bitches. Both of the bitches shown will, I predict, finish and be very competitive specials. The first-place winner 

was a black-masked apricot, Jorogzô Girl In The Diamond Slippers, beautifully feminine with a lovely head, balanced moving and 

standing.  Good level topline. Sound coming and going and very nice on the side. Great temperament and gave a very competitive 

performance. Second place was a brindle domino Taiga Once Upon A Time that was of excellent type with pleasing head and nice 

dark eye, long neck and tail and good top. I would like her to have a little more leg. She had perfect foot fall and open ground-

covering movement. But during her performance she would drop her tail from time to time.  
 

15-18 Months Bitches again, these bitches were top show quality and should be big contenders once they mature. First place 

was given to Kramatirôs Lavender Blue Sky a stunning blue bitch with a very pleasing head, rock hard top and beautifully balanced. 

Sound of mind and outgoing showmanship. Ground-covering mover that never put a foot down wrong. 

Second place was a very typey beautiful feminine bitch with a big side gait, but she wasnôt happy with her surroundings, nervous and 

unsettled which contributed to her defeat.  
 

I am happy to say that both my Best in Sweepstakes and Best Opposite Sex were dogs that I would be proud to own myself. I will 

enjoy watching their future accomplishments.  
 

Triathlon Conformation: sadly there was only one entry. A gorgeous black/tan bitch that in my book had it all!  With pleas-

ure, I awarded first place to Ch Poloôs Oolong To Me NôMyWay. She was extremely feminine without a trace of ordinary. Very pret-

ty head, totally balanced moving and standing.  Effortless, ground-covering mover. The totally package, with form that was followed 

by function. 
 

I left this assignment with great hopes for the future of our beloved breed. I would like to thank all of the exhibitors who entered their 

beautiful future stars in Sweepstakes. My entire entry was full of quality specimens. Every dog shown to me was groomed and condi-

tioned perfectly. All participants were certainly worthy of a championship and some I feel could be future contenders for a place in 

the record books.  

    My dogs are back from the Afghan Hound National Specialty in Rhode Island. Sounds easy, but this is 

such an accomplishment for my unseasoned travelers. Edgar Afghan Poe participated in the Parade of 

Rescues. I expected him to be so nervous, instead he was in his glory, quite comfortable among other Af-

ghan Hounds and the people who love them. 

     Each breed has an annual National Specialty (aka "National"). This is a dog show which reviews a sin-

gle breed, unlike other dog shows, especially conformation shows, which are generally referred to as "all-

breed". The Afghan National is in a different city each year. It is sponsored by the Afghan Hound Club of 

America with a regional Afghan club hosting each one.  This year the Nutmeg Afghan Club (based in CT) 

organized the National lasting six days. Agility was in MA while other performance events including lure 

coursing, obedience, rally and triathlon took place in CT. The conformation show leading up to Best of 
Breed was in Warwick, Rhode Island. Best of Breed at a National is a prestigious win. 

 

     It's Now or Never: It's been years since the Afghan National has been on the East coast, and no 

telling yet when this will happen again. I put off deciding if I would attend because I am not a brave long 

distance driver, yet this was too good an opportunity to pass up. Time to bite the bullet, and drive on the 

Taconic Parkway. Edgar is almost ten, plus people involved in his rescue from the 2008 New Mexico hoarder house would be there, in-

cluding his aunt- Dr. Ulrike Reinisch, a veterinarian specializing in behavior who fostered him several weeks. One of the 11 rescue pa-

rade dogs was his NM sister Rebecca. Jasmine, my Afghan goddaughter and dancer in the "Muttcracker" at the Birmingham Ballet lives 

with Rebecca.  The rest are kin by way of harsh circumstances. We would get to meet rescued Afghans I talk about all the time. It would 

be like a family reunion. 

    My friend Mary Bloom, staff photographer at Westminster for 27 years and veteran of many dog shows offered to drive us from her 

home upstate. We would bring our pup posse- Edgar, Charlotte, my English Toy mix and Pie, Mary's Cardigan Welsh Corgi. My dogs 

never stayed in a hotel before. I had visions of Edgar freaking out in the elevator until Mary said: "Stop thinking bad things will happen. 

Picture him being relaxed."  This worked; positive imagery was the charm for Edgar. Besides, we had a first floor room. The only prob-

lem was I neglected to radiate positive vibes to little Charlotte. 

Tiny Fugitive: Charlotte is also saved from a Long Island hoarder house. She is very attached to her "peeps", and not used to 

being in strange places.  First night we opened the door to the room but Charlotte didn't see me. Although 13 years old, she  

tŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ wŜǎŎǳŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмт bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
tŜǘǎΣ tŜǘǎΣ tŜǘǎ ōȅ WƻŀƴƴŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ  

wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀōȅƭƻƴ .ŜŀŎƻƴ фκнфκмс 
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dashed out of the room and past the "No Dogs in the 

Lobby" sign, until I called her, and she came speeding 

back into my arms. She made another escape when 

Mary came back without me. A lady in the hallway 

scooped her up.  
    Soon as I was out of her sight, Charlotte began to 

stress. Poor Mary. While I was at the art auction and the 

next night at the awards dinner, Charlotte paced, panted 

and searched our room two hours before settling down. 

 

    Tundra's Titles are Deceiving: I finally got to meet 

Tundra, although I know so much about him. He be-

longs to my friend Pam Wall, one of the founders of 

North East Afghan Hound Rescue. She got Tundra three 

years after a teenager purchased him from a backyard 

breeder in Maine. Her Mom wouldn't let him in the 
house, so Tundra spent three years tied to a clothesline. 

Turning Tundra into a house-worthy hound was quite a 

challenge. This Houdini Hound could break out of any 

crate, open cabinets and the frig, and would steal odd 

items like coleslaw and toilet paper rolls. Last fall Tundra became a dear brother to Riley, a troubled 

12 year old Afghan signed over to me. Pam is Riley's hospice Mom. Tundra taught elderly Riley the 

Afghan way to play and chase squirrels. Riley is having fun for the first time ever. 

    Eventually Pam channeled Tundra's energies into agility, rally and obedience classes and therapy 

dog visits. He earned high in agility trial and another title in rally at the National last week.  This is 

quite an honor, especially for a rehabbed, rescue dog. His name will be etched in the record books. 

    While Pam was at the art auction, Tundra decided to redecorate their hotel room. Somehow he broke out of his crate through the 
small door. He chose Pam's outfit for the awards dinner by pulling certain clothes from closet hangers. He left a water glass teetering on 

the edge of the bed, pulled poop bags from pockets, stole her wallet and as the ultimate, personal insult- dragged her toothbrush under 

the bathroom door. Pam videoed the crime scene, laughing during her narration. It is hard to stay angry at Tundra because he has a heart 

of gold. 

 

  Parade of Rescues: Since I entered late, Edgar did not have a bio in the catalogue. The 11 rescue Afghans and owner ran 

around the ring one at a time while an announcer read their story, and then returned to the judge for a medallion and rosette. Pam ran 

with Tundra, and Pippa her 12- year- old rescued from the streets of Modesto, CA as a puppy. (Riley is too frail to weather the trip.) 

Annette Smith ran with Jasmine, Rebecca and Noah.   

    Each rescue saga reads like a soap opera. "Ziggy Stardust" belonged to a violent heroin dealer. They lived in cars and seedy motels. 

He wound up in a shelter after the man was arrested for attempted murder. Ziggy went into witness protection foster until the man 

passed away a few months later. Edgar was last to parade. To my surprise, he ran around the ring with a big smile on his face, paused 

for photos by Martha Powell, national rescue chair, and his personal photographer Mary Bloom. When he got back to the judge, Edgar 

backed up so he couldn't drape the medallion around his neck. Now that is the silly, scaredy-cat Edgar I know and love so much. 

Edgar and his foster mom Dr. 

Ulrike Reinisch at the Afghan 

Hound Rescue table  

Edgar meets Tundra (wearing boots) at 

the Afghan Hound National Specialty

The 2016 Parade of Rescues at the National 
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Lure Coursing at the 2016 AHCA National 

 
By Robert Jordan 

The 2016 Afghan Hound Club of Americaôs National Specialty for AKC and ASFA Lure Coursing tests and trials were held Sep-

tember 18, 2016 at the Sterry Kinnie Farm, Griswold, Connecticut.  A local club, GONE, provided the equipment and also helped 

with setting up the field on Saturday as well as supported the club in the running of the trials.  The AKC tests and trial were first fol-

lowed by the ASFA trial and then Best in Event.  In AKC test A, judged by Denise Como both Twinkle, Evensongôs Written in the 

Stars and Mogul, Evensongôs I Canôt Wait to be King, both owned by Michele Tifiro and Dominique Lake passed their QC test and 

Shelby, Ch. KaVrab Hunters Moon of Golden Hill passed the JC test. Judges for both AKC and ASFA Trial were Denise Como and 

Marilyn Smith.  
 

In the AKC Open Stake  5 Afghans competed: 

                1stð Moxie, Exquisite Sign of the Mermaid 

                2ndðTypsy, Evensongôs Sit Down Youôre Rockin the Boat 

                3rdð Beaujons Breaking News 

                4thð Angel, Affinitiôs Ainsley Von Hausman 
 

In AKC Special Stake 6 Afghans were entered but 4 did not complete the course. 

                1stð Brienne, FC Kominekôs Maid of Sapphires, SC 

                2ndðTango, FC Dabmarôs Surrender to the Dance, SC,JOR, ORC, FC, GRC 
 

AKC veteran was one entered but pulled before finals. 
 

Moxie and Brienne competed for Best of Breed with Brienne determined to be AKC Best of Breed. 
 

ASFA trial followed the AKC trial and tests.  ASFA results are:  Single Stake ï  

1stð Shelby  Ch KaVrab Moon of Golden Hill 
 

Open stake:  5 entered  

 1stð Arya, Kominekôs Dances with Swords 

               2ndðZac ï GCh. Zen-Pahlavi You Ainôt Seen Nothing Yet JC, CGC 

               3rdðMoxie , Exquisite Sign of the Mermaid 
 

Field Champion stake -  9 

                1stð Violette, Komarôs Wild Violette Skye 

                2ndðSansa, Kominekôs Lady of the Court 

                3rd ð Zahdi, FC regimes the Princess Shahrazad  
 

Veteran stake ð 1 

  1stð Millie, Evensongôs Thoroughly Modern Millie 

 

ASFA Best of Breed run was Violette, Millie and Arya with Ayra awarded ASFA Best of Breed. 

Best in Event was between Arya (ASFA BOB) and Brienne (AKC BOB)  with Arya determined to be Best in Event. 

ASFA awards included ï Kennel stake awarded to Millie and Sansa owned by RD and Linda Jordan. 

No Breeder stake awarded due to designated  hounds not completing course. 

AKC oldest qualifying veteran in event ï Angel, Affinitiôs Ainsley Von Hausman. 

Nuggets of Nostalgia 

Do you know the person and his dog 

pictured to the right?   For the answer     

see page 17 
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THE CLIQUE 
 

By Barb Bornstein 

Over the past several years Afghan Hound Club of America members have been asking what the AHCA is doing for them.  Is it really a 

matter of what the Parent Club can do for you or rather what you can do for the Parent Club? 
 

When you apply for membership in the Afghan Hound Club of America, you certify that you have read and agree to subscribe to our 

Constitution and By-Laws.  The main objective of the AHCA is "to preserve and protect the breeding of pure-bred Afghan Hounds and 

to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection."  This is a far cry from what the Parent Club should be doing for you 

personally.  It's all about the breed!  The requirement of having maintained an active participation in the breed for a minimum of seven 

(7) consecutive years, prior to applying for AHCA membership, gives applicants a basis of knowledge to vote on any changes in our 

Afghan Hound Standard of Points, which only Parent Club members are allowed to vote on.  Prospective members having less time in 

the breed do not always fully appreciate the purpose and the finer points written within our Standard and this seven-year qualification 

will help them gain a better perspective of the Afghan Hound.  Even now long-time members within the organization continue to attend 
breed seminars in hopes of learning something new.  While I am certainly in favor of additional forms of memberships such as Associ-

ate and Junior Memberships, I am not in favor of these prospective members voting on future breed standard changes without the seven

-year ruling! [Editorôs note: Associate members will not have voting privileges.] 
 

Another aspect of the seven-year ruling is found in our Constitution stating "to encourage the organization of independent local Afghan 

Hound Specialty clubs in those areas where there are sufficient fanciers of the breed."  Seven years of exhibiting and attending dog 

shows will familiarize the applicant with the dog show workings and the purpose of the Regional Club in his/her area.  Each Regional 
Club is in fact a subdivision of the Afghan Hound Club of America.  This is why the American Kennel Club requires the AHCA to ap-

prove Regional Club Specialty Shows annually.  Regional Clubs exist to assist the AHCA by advancing the interests of the breed and 

providing breed education in their respective areas of the country.  I'm always amazed when people want to join the Parent Club but 

will have nothing to do with Regional Clubs in their areas.  Apparently these applicants are not interested in collaborating with their 

Regional Clubs to boost the educational activity in our breed, nor provide club rescue assistance, nor aid with the work involved, and 

the knowledge gained, in order to hold a successful Regional Specialty Show.  It makes you wonder how much value they will actually 

bring to the Afghan Hound Club of America? 
 

The Board of Directors is not a self-serving society.  Each Board Member is a volunteer there to serve the breed.  Board Members must 

pay their own airfare, gasoline, hotel room and food expenses traveling to and from all Board of Directors meetings.  Their expenses 

come from their pockets, not yours, so stop beating them up.  The only thing a Board Member does not have to pay for is a single meal 

(usually lunch) during the meeting itself.  It is costly to sit on the Board of Directors and Board Members are required to attend and stay 

through the entire meetings.  Board Meetings require lengthy discussions that are held on most topics during a Board Meeting.  When 

you have 12 Board Members, you will have 12 differing opinions, but everything is examined in detail and decisions are made.  Some-

times the Board does make a decision and later must reverse their previous motion as we evolve to bring the motion up-to-date.  Re-

member too, the Board of Directors frequently has information that we as non-Board Members are not aware of, hence a resulting 

Board vote.   
 

It is not uncommon for a member to accept the responsibility of chairing a Committee and then do little, or nothing, except hold the 

Committee Chair title.  The Board of Directors cannot do it all so Committees are established as crucial segments within the AHCA 

organization that are designed to assist the Board of Directors and help the AHCA perform to the best of its ability.  When a member 

chairs a Committee and then does little or nothing, it damages the overall purpose of the Committee and leaves both the Board of Direc-

tors and the general membership stranded.  If you do little or nothing as a Committee Chair, you need to resign and let someone else 

bring that committee to its peak. 
 

Please stop complaining about money.  We all have money problems.  Many, many other National Breed Clubs have thousands of dol-

lars in their bank accounts and some National clubs have hundreds of thousands of dollars in their treasuries.  I have been a member of 

this organization for many years and spent several years serving on the Board of Directors, but I have never seen our bank account ap-

proach the $50,000 mark!  Members continually protest the increase in annual dues, but prices in everything are rising.  The Recording 

Secretary alone must spend in the vicinity of around $3,000 annually to cover the cost of purchasing envelopes, printing, CPA expens-
es, postage, labels, etc. to make certain every member receives nomination forms, judges ballots, election ballots and any other ballot-

ing that may occur throughout the year so that you, as a member, know what is going on and are given the right to vote on aspects con-

cerning the AHCA.  Somehow we have to pay these expenses and like it or not, the AHCA cannot stay alive without funds.   
 

Topknot News costs around the $7,000 to $8,000 annually, and hopefully some of the advertising now being accepted for this publica-

tion will help offset the expenses a tiny bit.   
 

Next we come to our National Specialty Show.  Each coveted 6" Garry Newton Bronze that is awarded at our National costs over $100.  

Our three conformation judges each receive the treasured 6" medallion as a gift. In addition the bronze is awarded to the Triathlon Win-

ner, High Scoring in Agility, Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, Best of Breed, Best Opposite Sex, Best in Sweepstakes, and  
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the ASFA and AKC coursing winners.  Another bronze is then awarded to our Show Chair.  That's expensive right there.  And re-

member everything is going up in cost. 
 

We also award several Terry Chacon 3" Bronze Medallions and colored AHCA Medallions (for 1st thru 4th place) are awarded in 

every class.  Additional trophies are added and these escalate the trophy expenses even higher. 
 

At the Annual Awards Banquet the Parent Club recognizes and awards the AHCA Parent Club Medallion to the highest-scoring/

winning Afghan Hound, in all areas of breed activity.  The Versatility Award Plaque that Afghan Hounds, and their owners, work 

long hard hours to achieve costs approximately $150 per plaque.  We have 11-plus Versatility Plaques that are to be awarded in the 

next two years and we need to pay for all of this if we are to continue to recognize and honor these spectacular accomplishments of 

our beautiful breed. 
 

I won't go into the remainder of National expenses.  There are so very many expenses involved with each aspect of the National.  

Nothing is free these days.  Look around you.  Consider the cost of catalog printing, the cost of the vendor tables, the tablecloths, 

microphones, "free" coffee, etc.  Again, nothing is free today. 
 

I'm not quite certain what the Parent Club should be doing for those of you who do little but criticize.  It's not about what the Afghan 

Hound Club of America will do for you as a member.  It's about what we as individuals can do for the organization.  It's about our 

obligation to advance the interests of the Afghan Hound and to encourage sportsmanlike conduct at shows.  Sportsmanlike conduct 

at shows is another objective of our Constitution and is also required by the American Kennel Club.  Good behavior augments the 

well-being of our breed, affection towards each other, and encourages breeders, owners, exhibitors and fanciers to become involved 

with the Afghan Hound Club of America.  It's about committing our time, our efforts, our ideas, our free labor, and yes, our money, 

to bolster a growing membership.  
  
Years ago, a friend was telling me about "The Clique."  He said he was always astonished when people told him we were part of the 

breed club clique, but they were not.  He laughed and said, "When will people understand that being part of 'The Clique' is being a 

participant in the organization by working within the organization?"  My advice:  Become a part of "The Clique." 

Getting to Know You: Spotlight on our New Breed Judges 
By Allan Reznik 

 

Erika Peters, Tygrys Kennels, Leesburg, Virginia 

Did you grow up in a doggy household? 

Yes, my parents started Rai-Mai Norwegian Elkhounds 

in the mid-1970s.  They acquired their foundation bitch 

and had me in the same year of 1977.  My mother put a 

Companion Dog (CD) Obedience title on Ch. Harkaôs 

Morning Glory and wore a patch on her jacket.  People 

used to tease her that ñCDò also stood for Child Devel-

opment as she trained us both.  I showed my first Elk-

hound at the age of 4, finishing over 30 Elkhounds.   

 

When did you see your first Afghan Hound? Was it love 

at first sight and did you know this was the breed you 

wanted to devote your life to? 

I had been showing Norwegian Elkhounds in Juniors 

since 1987, but being tall, leggy and skinny, I wanted 

something that was flashier.  In 1991, I talked my par-

ents into letting me get another breed and we started 

doing our homework.  I saw an Afghan Hound at a 

show, and immediately told my parents thatôs what I 

wanted.  Much to my surprise, it took little convincing to 

have them agree.   

 

Where and when did you get your first Afghan Hound? 

In 1992, a friend of a friend introduced me to Duane and 

Connie Butherus of Ararat Kennels.  They had a beauti-

ful blue bitch named Ch. Araratôs All Hot And Bothered, 

óRosie,ô who they were willing to entrust to me.  She and 

I made an amazing team, and I accomplished so much 

with her in Juniors.   


